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APPLE  SCAB 

Apple  scab  is  one  of  the  most  troublesome  diseases  of  apples  and 
the  yearly  loss  from  it  is  tremendous. 

The  fungus  causing  apple  scab  (Venturia  inaequalis)  is  best  known 
as  it  occurs  on  the  fruit  but  it  is  common  enough  on  leaves  as  well, 
and  occasionally  occurs  on  the  twigs. 

The  fungus  winters  on  the  fallen  leaves  from  which  it  sends  one 
immense  numbers  of  spores  in  spring  during  the  period  from  the 
opening  of  the  leaves  until  about  a  month  after  blossoming.  In  this 
period  the  greatest  spore  discharge  takes  place  in  wet  weather  and 
since  the  moisture  also  favors  infection  from  spores  carried  to  leaves 
and  fruit,  it  is  in  these  spring  periods  of  wet  weather  that  the  danger 
lies.  When  once  established  on  leaves  or  fruit  the  fungus  soon  pro- 
duces more  spores  which  spread  it  still  further. 

Control  Measures 

On  account  of  the  habits  just  outlined,  efforts  at  control  will  be 
most  effective  if  taken  during  the  period  before  and  after  blooming, 
with  particular  emphasis  on  the  need  of  having  foliage  and  fruit 
thoroughly  covered  by  spray  materials  through  the  wet  weather  of 
this  period. 

The  spray  schedule  given  in  Circular  No.  9  (Enclosed)  is  designed 
so  as  to  provide  the  greatest  amount  of  protection  possible  over  this 
danger  period,  with  as  few  applications  as  can  be  made. 

One  of  the  greatest  factors  in  successful  control  of  apple  scab  i? 
the  thoroughness  of  spraying.  The  scab  fungus  produces  so  many 
millions  of  spores  that  it  is  essential  to  cover  every  leaf  and  fruit 
10  prevent  some  of  these  spores  from  getting  a  foothold  and  start- 
ing scab  spots. 

Lime  sulfur  spray  is  recommended  as  the  best  all-round  fungicide 
for  scab.  Bordeaux  mixture  is  effective  but  has  the  disadvantage  of 
russeting  the  fruit  in  some  cases,  and  sulfur  dust  has  to  date  not 
shown  as  good  control  as  the  lime  sulfur  in  years  when  scab  was 
severe. 


